
Gloucestershire’s life-size safety village - 

where learning to stay safe is never dull

Where safet
y is for life

skillzone.glosfire.gov.uk
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Welcome to SkillZONE, 
Gloucestershire’s 
safety education centre 
from Gloucestershire 
Fire & Rescue and 
Gloucestershire  
County Council.  

I am proud to be the Chief 
Officer of a Fire & Rescue 
service that has such a 
magnificent learning  
resource as this and I  
warmly invite you to visit. 

For me, there is nothing 
more important than 
equipping young people 
with the knowledge to lead 
independent and safe lives. 
Their safety is absolutely 
paramount and SkillZONE  
will equip them with a 
wide range of vital skills 

and knowledge to become 
responsible citizens.

I believe that safety is 
something that should 
be at the heart of every 
community and therefore  
I am personally committed 
to providing access to safety 
education for every school  
in Gloucestershire. 

My staff look forward 
to welcoming you 
and your pupils 
to SkillZONE and 
providing you with a 
wonderful learning 
experience.

Jon Hall  
Chief Fire Officer 

Foreword

Our interactive website  

skillzone.glosfire.gov.uk  

offers a wide range of resources.

“A brilliant and 
worthwhile visit. 
Thank-you.”
Teacher, Swindon Village Primary School
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“HELLO!
I am the Leader of the 
Stay Safeatrons, a band 
of trusty robots who 
will help bring your 
visit to life.“

The Stay 

Safeatrons

Imagine a life-size village 
with shops, a playground, 
a double decker bus, 
traffic lights, a train 
carriage and much more, 
all under one roof.  

A place where you can learn 
about staying safe in the most 
exciting ways. A place where 
lessons are never dull.

Welcome to SkillZONE, 
Gloucestershire’s new safety 
village. Looking more like a 
film set than an education 
centre, the village creates a 
realistic environment to  
make learning about safety  
an engaging experience -  
at any age.

Divided into 16 zones,  
visitors can take part in  
a range of scenarios and  
learn essential life skills in  
a safe environment. 

Whether it is in the home,  
on the train or in the car, 
visitors learn how to  
recognise dangerous 
situations and stay safe.

Our mission is to make 
Gloucestershire a safer  
place - for everyone.

Welcome to SkillZONE
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Your day starts with a 
quiz to test your safety 
knowledge. Then our 
volunteers lead you on  
an exciting and 
informative tour. 

Our volunteers come 
from all types of different 
backgrounds and professions. 
Some are retired or 
serving firefighters, retired 
headteachers or police 
officers and students. They 
are all trained to be able to 
answer your questions.

Your group will choose nine 
scenarios. Spending about 
10 minutes in each, you will 
receive interactive and hands-
on learning.  We can create 
bespoke tours to suit any need 
and for any age. 

SkillZONE can 
accommodate up to 50 
students at a time with 
the ideal group of six to 
seven and a staff ratio of 1:8.

There are areas for children 
to eat their packed lunches 
but unfortunately we cannot 
provide them.

We offer a free risk 
assessment and orientation 
visit so you can ensure 
students get the most  
from their trip. 

At the end of your visit  
every student will receive a 
goody bag and your class  
will be given access to our 
online resources.

Your day at SkillZONE

“It’s the best thing  
I’ve ever done.  
I enjoyed the  
court room.”
8yr old, Cranham CofE Primary School

Where safet
y is for life
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Our interactive website  

skillzone.glosfire.gov.uk  

offers a wide range of resources.
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Our interactive website  

skillzone.glosfire.gov.uk  

offers a wide range of resources.

01.
Court Room

Learn what it is like to appear in court before magistrates.

Find out about how the court operates and what it means to 
have a criminal record. 

“I found it very 
informative and 
the children were 
well enthused.”
Parent of Year 5 Pupil

Welcome to the SkillZONE
We have 14 scenario zones where you can learn about how to 
keep yourself safe.
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02.
 Police Custody & Cell

Why might you come to a police station? 

Learn what happens if you are arrested and what it m
eans if you 

break the law. Discover what it fe
els like to be locked in a police cell.  

“I wish we could have stayed longer.  
It is a definite ‘must’ to come again as I 
think all children will benefit from a visit.”
Queen Margaret Primary School Teacher on Junior Warden trip
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Climb aboard our double decker and discover all you 

need to know to be confident and safe on the bus. 

Learn how to find the right bus stop, check bus times and 

how to keep yourself safe on the bus.

“It’s an excellent facility 

which puts scenarios 

into context.”

Cirencester Primary School Teacher

03.
Bus Safety 
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Did you know there are more than 
243 million websites?

Learn to stay safe when you surf the 
web and what to do if you are worried 
about something you have seen on  
the internet. 

Find out who can see the information 
you put online about yourself, what you 
should reveal and what you shouldn’t.

“They were very 
friendly and 
courteous staff.”
Harewood Junior School Teacher

“Instructors were superb with 
the way they drew answers 
from the children.”
Year 6 Parent

04.
Netzone
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Our interactive website  

skillzone.glosfire.gov.uk  

offers a wide range of resources.
“The practical experience 

is invaluable.”

1st Staunton and Corse Brownie Leader

05.
Alleyway

We’re all scared of dark alleys. 

Experience running down our scary alley and all the feelings it stirs 
up. Learn how to find the safest route home and keep clear of 
stranger danger.
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Our interactive website  

skillzone.glosfire.gov.uk  

offers a wide range of resources. 06.
Water Safety

We all love to be beside the seaside.

Discover how to safely enjoy the sea 

and other open water areas and who 

will help you if you are in danger.

“It was great practical 

experience for existing and 

new safety understanding. 

It highlighted scenarios 

that children may not have 

experienced. Thank you.”

Huntley Primary School Teacher
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07.
House Safety

Visit our two-storey real home and learn 
how to make your home safe from fire 
and what to do if a fire does break out. 

Identify kitchen hazards, what to do if 
there is a gas leak and what action to 
take if there is a fire. Learn about first aid, 
personal safety, about choking and burns 
and stranger danger.

Our interactive website  

skillzone.glosfire.gov.uk  

offers a wide range of resources.

“The scenarios 
were very easy 
to use.”
Beaufort School Teacher
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08. 

Flood Risk 

Discover what you could do to keep floodwater  

from entering your home and what to do in case  

of a flood emergency. This scenario is more relevant  

to householders but it is
 available on request. 

Our interactive website  

skillzone.glosfire.gov.uk  

offers a wide range of resources.

“I knew all of the scenarios, but 

now I know to be more aware of 

the risks. Thank you for the trip.”

12 yr old, Archway School

“The set up was very clever.”

The Shrubberies School Teacher, Stonehouse 

Our interactive website  

skillzone.glosfire.gov.uk  

offers a wide range of resources.
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09.
Shop

Be confident when you are  
shopping by learning how  
to be a responsible shopper. 

In our shop you can learn to safely use 
a real cash machine, make purchases and  
check your change. 

You can learn about healthy eating, what products 
are age restricted and what happens if  you are 
caught shoplifting.

10.
Road safety

Stop, look and listen. Learn about staying 

safe when you cross the road and what you 

need to do to be safe in a car.

Find out why wearing a seatbelt could save your life.
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10.
Road safety

Stop, look and listen. Learn about staying 

safe when you cross the road and what you 

need to do to be safe in a car.

Find out why wearing a seatbelt could save your life.

“An amazing 
experience in 
every way”
1st Staunton and Corse Brownie



11.
Farm yard

Enjoy the countryside safely  
by visiting our farm yard.

Learn how to act around the farm, 
what dangers to avoid and why you 
must never interfere with machinery.
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“Had a fantastic time, the 
building is great and the 
staff were most helpful.”
Increase the Peace Project, Gloucester
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12. 
Park

Parks should be places of fun and play.

In our park you will learn about the risks from broken glass 
and syringes, the dangers of drugs and alcohol and how  
to safely enjoy open spaces. We will also discuss stranger 
danger and how to keep yourself safe. Lastly, find out what 
anti-social behaviour is and how not to get caught up in it. 

“Our visit was excellent, the children 
really learnt a lot. It was good that the 
leaders used real examples because 
this meant it was more real to them.”
Grangefield Primary School Teacher
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13. 
Railway 
platform

The safety train is now 
leaving platform one. 

Aboard you will learn how to 
travel safely, what to do in an 
emergency and understand how 
to safely use level crossings.

“I had an idea of what it would be 
like as I had a leaflet but I did not 
know it would be as exciting.”
Tuffley Primary School Teacher

“It was really 
valuable for 
young people 
with learning 
disabilities to learn 
about hazards in 
a safe controlled 
environment.”
National Star College Tutor
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14.
Electricity Sub Station 
and Builders’ Yard

Electricity substations and pylons are incredibly 
dangerous places and the last place where you 
should want to play.

Learn all about why playing there could be a deadly game 
and why electricity must always be treated with respect.

Builders’ yards may look like adventure playgrounds but 
they are full of unseen hazards. Spot the dangers and  
find out why they are not good places to play.

“The children we came 
with today have varied 
learning difficulties. 
They were all engaged 
in learning and talking 
about the scenarios.”
Bishops Cleeve Primary Academy



SkillZONE is a 
state-of-the-art 
life size village. 

It is a fully interactive learning 
environment to teach people to 
recognise a range of dangerous 
situations, from road safety to 
online, so they can stay safe.

Web:  skillzone.glosfire.gov.uk

Email:  skillzone@glosfire.gov.uk

Tel:  01452 834150

 @glosskillzone

  www.facebook.com/
GlosSkillZONE
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Where safet
y is for life

skillzone.glosfire.gov.uk

How to find us

SkillZONE  
Tuffley Lane 
Gloucester 
GL4 0AS

Cost
Admission charges are £5 per pupil 
for schools and £7.50 per visitor 
for non-schools. 


