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Create your own newspaper

Benefits
• Teamwork

• Developing writing skills

•  Highlights problems the railway industry faces i.e. 
railway crime

•  Highlights the consequences of their actions

•  Creative work suitable for use within the school

Resources
•      Copy of A4 paper designed like the front page  

of a newspaper article plus other layout sheets  
if required

• Facts and figures about railway crime

•   A selection of comments from British Transport 
Police, Network Rail, Train Operator, train driver  
and witnesses for incorporating into the news story

•  Sheets of headlines – encourage the groups to  
either use these or think of their own

•  Full colour photographs are available on various 
websites - have a look and see what you can find

•  Copy of newspaper articles reporting railway  
crime incidents

•   A4 sheet giving guidance and timeline, which will 
help the children to think about how they are going 
to develop their stories like journalists

GUIDANCE ON WRITING A NEWSPAPER ARTICLE

Grab attention 
In the first sentence say what is most important about  
the story.

Explain yourself
Make sure the reader can gather enough information 
to understand the story.

Make it real
Help your reader to understand the people involved 
and how they have been affected.

Keep it balanced 
Make sure you don’t ignore anybody. Give a fair  
picture by talking to people behind the scenes as well 
as those committing the crime. For example: witnesses, 
train drivers, teachers, Community Safety Managers, 
BTP, etc.

Keep it short
Maximum of 300 words.

Good luck!

Activity – this activity is aimed at children working in 
groups to produce their own news report on an incident 
of railway crime and its consequences. The incident 
could be one they have made up, or based on a real life 
story they have heard about.
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Trespassing:
Each year many people, including children, are injured 
trespassing on the railway tracks. Trespassing on the 
railway is a crime, which can be punished in court with  
a fine of up to £1,000.

Death: 
Death and injury caused by trespass affects the families 
involved and train drivers.

Trains:
Trains are directed on the tracks by what is known as 
points. This means the tracks move and could trap your 
feet causing serious injury. 

High speed passenger trains can travel up to 125 mph 
and cover a mile in less than 30 seconds.

Train drivers have very little time to react if they see 
someone trespassing. 

Trains cannot stop quickly or straight away – it takes a 
high speed train the equivalent of 20 football pitches  
to stop.

Trains weigh over 450 tonnes; that is the equivalent 
weight of 450 cars!

Vandalism:
All types of vandalism are crimes, some of which can 
carry a maximum penalty of life imprisonment.

Placing objects on the line can cause a train to  
be derailed, which could result in injury to or death  
of passengers.

Damage to other people’s property is a criminal offence 
and carries a sentence of up to 10 years imprisonment.

Thousands of cases of vandalism are reported each year.

Vandalism can take place on the train, at the station  
or on the track.

Damaging fencing around the railways allows young 
people to gain access to the railway tracks.

Some facts about railway crime:
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Electricity:
Overhead power cables carry 25,000 volts – 100 times 
more powerful than electricity supplies in our homes.

Messing with electricity can KILL. 

You do not need to touch these cables to get a massive 
shock – electricity is capable of jumping gaps.

Electricity can also be found in the third/live rail – 
carrying 750 volts.

Electricity is never switched off – even on Christmas day.

Facts and figures:
Railway crime costs the industry £264million each year.

Half of all damage to trains is usually caused by 
children aged 5 – 16 throwing objects from the side of 
the tracks or placing objects on the track. 

Network Rail has to fence over 20,000 miles of track.

4 million objects are thrown at trains every year. 

640,000 objects are placed on the track in front of 
trains each year.

800,000 minutes delay a year are caused by crime on 
the railways.

Consequences of actions:
Can be charged from the age of 10 (from age 8 in 
Scotland), but arrested from any age.

School visit on railway safety.

10-18 year olds – first/second offence (trespass, damage).

Visited at home by the British Transport Police and 
interviewed in front of parents/guardian. Final warning 
at police station by a British Transport Police officer with 
parents/guardian in attendance.

Referred to a youth offending team to look at 
programme to stop further offending.

Safe ways to cross the railway:
Footbridge –  up and over the railway tracks. 

Subway/tunnel – go under the railway. 

Level Crossing –  various different types of crossings,  
but must only be crossed when lights and sirens are off 
and barriers are in the up position.

Some facts about railway crime:
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British Transport Police:
“This was a reckless act of vandalism which could have 
badly injured or even killed the train driver”.

“Young people who trespass on the railway line need to 
know the dangers and understand they are putting their 
lives at risk”.

“This was a reckless act of vandalism and I cannot 
emphasise strongly enough the dangers associated.  
It is vital that we find those involved in order to point 
out the consequences of their actions”.

“Crimes such as stone throwing and obstructing the 
railway present a serious safety hazard to both staff  
and passengers on trains, as well as those committing 
the crime. If objects are put on the track it can cause  
the train to derail”.

“We are appealing for witnesses to what was a 
completely dangerous and stupid thing to do.  
If anyone can help please call 0800 40 50 40 quoting  
reference 12345”.

Network Rail:
“Putting any object on the line is highly dangerous. 
Whoever commits such acts puts their own life and that 
of others in danger.”

“We need to make children aware of the dangers of 
messing around on the railway tracks. If a train driver 
is travelling at 125mph it takes him the length of 20 
football pitches to stop. It’s not fair for a train driver to 
live with the fact he has killed someone just because he 
was doing his job”.

“It is extremely dangerous for youngsters to be on the 
railway track or playing near it – I don’t think they realise 
the consequences it could have, or indeed the impact on 
the train driver. If a child fell or failed to get off the line in 
time, they could be killed. Trains cannot swerve out of the 
way or slam on their brakes and just stop”.

“Some drivers who have been involved in incidents have 
been so shaken they have been taken off at the next station 
and replaced, and others have been off work for weeks”.

Train Operator:
“Graffiti costs the railway industry an enormous 
amount each year as trains are taken out of service  
as well as the lengthy clean-up process”.

Train driver:
“I sounded the horn, but they didn’t move. It was  
too late, the train had hit them”. 

Witnesses on the train:
“I saw two youths on top of the bridge. The train driver 
was sounding his horn because I believe he’d seen 
them. The lads’ stone came through the side window. 
It was such a loud bang. The woman in the seat behind 
me was covered in glass with the stone on her lap.  
It was very shocking for everyone on the train”.

“We just heard the sounding of the horn and the train 
braking and then coming to a stop. Everyone seemed 
shocked that this type of incident was caused by  
young people”.

Comments from various people:
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YOUTHS KILLED ON TRACK

A SPLIT SECOND FROM DEATH

VANDALS TO BLAME

VANDALISM COSTS MILLIONS

TRAIN DRIVER INJURED

GRAFFITI YOBS DELAY TRAINS

THREE YOUTHS JAILED FOR
PUTTING POST ON TRACK

£1,000 REWARD TO CATCH VANDALS

DRIVER KILLED AT RAILWAY CROSSING

Ideas for headlines:
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Ideas for Teamworking:
Each person to choose a role, for example:

EDITOR – chooses the story and headline

JOURNALIST – writes the words

PICTURE EDITOR – chooses the picture and 
layout of front page

RESEARCHER – gets together quotes, facts 
and figures to include in story

WEBSITES BELOW, PLUS THE ONES ON THE  
RAIL SAFETY REPS CD:
www.bbc.co.uk/news
www.no-messin.com
www.networkrail.co.uk
www.google.co.uk
www.trackoff.org
www.teachingzone.org/btp

10 minutes

•  Start by identifying who is doing what and decide on 
the story you want to write about

15 minutes

•  Research time – this involves getting quotes, pictures, 
facts and figures together. Perhaps interview people

15 minutes

• Writing time – start to write your story

5 minutes

• Produce final layout of story and pictures for judging

10 minutes

TIMELINE (45 minutes to complete article):

15 minutes 15 minutes 5 minutes
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